








Representation withdrawn











Now to the police allegations. As regards the guns. Four shot guns were licensed, three 
correctly stored and one found on the stair landing. It should be made clear that there is no 
public access to the upstairs accommodation from the bar area. In all my time here I have never 
been upstairs, this would mean going through the kitchen at the far corner to reach the stairs, 
which certainly could not be done accidently. Given that the pub prides itself as the place 
haunted by Dover Bill the Highwayman (the building is 16th century), it should not be 
surprising that there might be two imitation firearms dating back to that period.  
The drugs are more difficult to explain. It does not seem likely that they are the result of any 
trafficking of drugs but some individual’s personal supply. In all our time in Grafty Green, let 
alone the Kings Head, we have never come across even the mention of drugs. Certainly Ken, 
Eve and now their daughter Beverley have never given the slightest indication that they take 
drugs. Whatever the reasons for what the police found upstairs I do not believe Ken and 
immediate family were involved in this. Someone or persons have abused their hospitality 
without their knowledge and made them innocent victims of crime. 
Should they lose the license as proposed by the police, this will result in a tragic loss to the 
whole community. 
Yours Faithfully, 
 
 
 
John and Veronica Moore 
 









From: Robert Skinner  
Sent: 14 March 2023 09:17 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Cc:  
Subject: Kings Head premise licence review 
 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise caution unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
 
 
 
To. The Licensing Partership, Sevenoaks, Kent 
 
A submission in support of the licensee. 
 
We all live locally and have been regular patrons of the Kings Head for ten or more years. Our 
reasons why we think the present licensee should be allowed to continue with her current premise 
license. 
We love the atmosphere created by the family (Eve, Ken and Bev), friendly, accommodating a hub 
for locals, full of conversation, laughter,  warmth in the winter, beer garden full of families in the 
summer. The archetypal country pub. 
The licensee and staff have always insisted on civil standards of behaviour within the premise and 
are prepared to enforce if necessary, as with any well managed organisation rarely needed. 
At no time when we have been in the pub drug use dealing or offensive weapons of any sort or 
heard that this takes place. We want to make it clear that we are against any illegal drug dealing or 
use and those responsible should suffer the appropriate punishment. The other offensives would 
appear to hinge on the circumstances of which we know nothing. 
A plea for leniency. 
Good traditionally run pubs are a dying breed, if it’s possible please don’t kill another one. We 
appreciate there are legitimate issues too be addressed and it is your duty to properly deal with 
these issues, clearly changes need to be made. If there any way you can deal with these offences in a 
just manner without rescinding the premise license, we plead with you to find it. 
 
Robert Skinner,  

Peter & Maria Mackelden,  

Terence Parnell,  
 

Nicolas Bates,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 



From: Guy Aldridge  
Sent: 16 March 2023 02:13 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Subject: Review of premises license Kings Head, Grafty Green ME17 2AN 
 
EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise caution unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Dear reviewing committee, 
 
I would like to show my strong support to Beverley Simpson Sweet and Kenneth Sweet in respect of 
their management of the Kings Head public house in Grafty Green. 
I have been a regular visitor to the pub for over 30 years and regard it as one of the best in Kent. 
I used to bring my children with me and would now have no hesitation in taking my grandchildren 
there - I would have absolutely no problem in worrying about their safety inside or outside of the 
pub. 
The pub is a mainstay of the village, and surrounding areas and I am always happy to recommend it 
to friends and neighbours and tourists and all of them have thanked me for it. 
I am obviously not aware of what has happened to launch this investigation but would hope that the 
decades of running a fantastic pub and local amenity will be taken into account when making any 
decisions. 
 
Yours faithfully 
Guy Aldridge 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 from my iPhone 
 





Reasons for 
comment: - Supporter of Licence Application/Holder

Comments: 18/03/2023 12:05 PM I moved into the area in 1985 and have been a frequent customer of the 
Kings Head. During this time, I have always regarded it as a well-managed and family friendly 
pub. 
I am not aware of any incidents or cause for concern prior to the current referral for a review. 
The current landlord has been in residence for 30 years and has continued to maintain the 
high standards expected of an establishment that relies on local community support. The 
provision of equipment in the pub garden reinforces the family centric approach. Combined 
with the support for local activities the licensee has established the Kings Head as a key 
element for Grafty Green and the surrounding villages. 
We have already lost the four public houses within a three-mile radius, as well as the village 
shop and post office. This again reaffirms the importance for this house to remain a viable 
business and community hub. 
Regarding the reasons for the review being requested , they appear to be minor issues based 
on information received and subsequent police investigation. 
My understanding is that a BB type plastic gun which was found broken in the pub garden and 
stored under the counter as lost property pending possible reclaiming by the owner. 
The small amount of cannabis for personal use and a prescribed drug 

This is a personal matter and has no bearing on the ethos or activities within the 
pub. 
None of the above pose any threat to public safety or suggest that any crime or disorder is 
foreseeable in the future. 
There have been no reports of public nuisance 
The facilities provided by the licensee are regular checked and provided in a safe enclosed 
environment for families with children to enjoy a family outing to the village. There has not 
been any demonstratable harm to children 
I would therefore like to add my support for the continuation of the licence for the current 
landlord 

Kind regards 







Reasons for 
comment: - Supporter of Licence Application/Holder  

Comments: 19/03/2023 3:11 PM Having visited this family establishment for many years, th s family run 
pub is honestly one of the best pubs to have gone to. The licensees are wonderful people, so 
friendly, genuine, and always engage with their customers. They are active in ensuring the 
wellbeing of the locals, and always encourage the return of newcomers. Everyone is always 
having a laugh, and the licensees are such amazing people, with their customer service being 
to an exceptional standard. When having a drink, we are often provided with free snacks, 
which is a perfect topping to our outings. It is such a welcoming environment, and they make 
you feel like they are your family. You can tell that this is one whole community when visiting, 
and I do not believe there is another pub that has the ability to rope so many people in, and 
keep them as returning customers. This place holds an extreme uniqueness, and it is a fresh 
taste of what the pubs in all those fanciful movies are like. It is a pity that there are not many 
places like this! This pub is a warm place that reminds you of home, as soon as you walk 
through the door. I've never known a place with such great hospitality, and it tru y is a rare 
find. This place honestly has the ability to make each individual that steps through the door 
like they are the only one in the room, and it makes us truly feel special, leaving a lasting 
impression; which is exactly what a customer wants in any business 

 
Kind regards  

  
 

 











From: Robert Eastwood 
Sent: 20 March 2023 09:07 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Subject: 23/00670/REVIEW 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise caution unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

I comment on the licence review for The Kings Head, Grafty Green 23/00670/REVIEW For 22 years I 
was subpostmaster at Grafty Green Post Office and owned and ran the village shop.  During this time 
I felt the Sweets at the pub and we all worked for the good and welfare of the community. I am 
aware of many acts of kindness done by them especially for more frail members of the community. 
 I do not condone any illegalities as regards the licence but do believe the Sweets in the future will 
conform and that because of their personalities and abilities the community will be a more vibrant 
and safer place through their presence. 

Robert Eastwood 





From: Felicity Nichols 
Sent: 20 March 2023 16:52 
To: Licensing <licencing@sevenoaks.gov.uk> 
Subject: Kings Head, Headcorn Road, Grafty Green. ME17 2AN 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise caution unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Our names are Felicity and Gary and we have known the landlord and landlady of the Kings Head 
since 2019. 

We started using the pub shortly after the Covid lockdown rules were lifted in the summer of 2019 
as the pub has an outside play area for children. We have two young children and from the moment 
we arrived as a family, we have been made to feel so welcome. 

Our two children adore the landlord and landlady and vice versa. They make all families feel very 
welcome and cannot do enough for them. From what we have witnessed our children and others are 
in a safe and caring environment and are all very happy when visiting the pub. 

Also, the landlord and landlady raise money for the Lennox Childrens Charity on a monthly basis, 
therefore the grounds for review, particularly on the ‘Protection of Children from harm’ seems 
utterly outrageous and a malicious vendetta. They only have caring and good intentions for all their 
customers. 

We understand the seriousness of the matter but sincerely hope that the licensing authority will 
show some leniency as these people are good, honest, caring and hard working. They have been 
running a successful business for the past 30 years and are valuable members of the community. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gary Cordrey and Felicity Nichols 

Sent from my iPhone 









Copy of Letter Sent by Post 21.3.23                  
 
 
 
  
 
 

21 March 2023 
 
Licensing Partnership 
PO Box 182 
Sevenoaks 
Kent 
TN13 1GP 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern 
 
Re: The Kings Head Public House, Grafty Green 
 
We have lived  since 1980 (other family members since 1901). Ken and Eve 
Sweet and their daughter Beverley, have been the lovely landlords for the past 31 years. 
 
They are hardworking, honest, kind and helpful, providing a friendly warm welcome to all their 
customer, in a safe pleasant environment. 
 
The pub is popular and under Ken’s management, rowdiness and fighting are not tolerated, 
ever.  The family is an asset to the village, and we would like them to stay. 
 
The Kings Head is the heart of Grafty Green but more importantly is their home. 
 
We offer Ken, Eve and Beverley our full support in their bid to keep/renew their licences. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
M S Smith and R Smith 










